MODERN TRAVEL

Long Life Fragrance :

Pieces of sandal wood filled an incense burner
placed in the centre of the table. These were
lighted before the ceremony began, so when the
crowd assembled the air was filled with sweet scent
from clouds of smoke curling in the sunlight.

Ascend to the Heights :

Huge fire-crackers, capable of emitting such
sound as must infallibly terrify any demon.

Braids from Han :

Strings of tiny fire-crackers which were origin-
ally a specialty of Hankow.

Onions, Soy, Bean-curd, and Salt:

These are considered the ingredients of a well-
balanced diet, and are therefore used to express
the wish : " Wind harmonious rain in accordance
with." That is, " wind and rain in proper
quantities and at proper times/' a normal desire
for people who consider agriculture the chief
business of life.

The Lucky Grass, an Omen of Prosperity :

A great bunch of sweet flag-leaves.
Red of the Senior Classic :

The name of a delicious wine. Every three vears
examinations of graduate scholars of the Third
Degree were held in the Palace, and the man who
won first place was called chuang yuan, Senior
Classic.

Before the Rain :

Name of a very delicate tea, made from leaves
picked early in the season.